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But what about machine-readable text?



amazonkindle

Past Is Prologue

Everything begins with a story.
—Jjoseph Campbell

I was bom in Toronto, one month early and during a
blizzard that covered the city in snow and silence, The
surprise and the low-visibility conditions that

accompanied my arrival were portents, though they
went unrecognized at the time. My mother, as a recent
immigrant from India, was of two worlds, and she
would pass that multiple identity on to me. My father
was making his way to Canada, but had not yet arrived;
his absence at my birth was a sign of the deeper
absence yet to come. Looking back, I see all the ways in
which my life was set the moment | was born into it.
Whether in the stars or in stone, whether by the hand
of God or some unnameable force, it was already
written, and every action of mine would serve to
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History of the Collection

[From Index to the Abraham Lincoln Papers (Washington, D.C.: 1960), pp. v-vi]

The story of the Lincoln Papers has often been told, but detzails vary—sometimes astonishingly. The most complete account appears in David C. Mearns, The
Lincoln Papers (Garden City, N.Y., 1948), I, 3-136. An article by the same author which appeared in the December 1947 issue of the Abraham Lincoln Quarterly

contains the substance of the story and is reproduced in part in the following pages. [1]

To what was said 13 years ago a few facts may be added. A comprehensive edition of Lincoln's Collected Works was issued after much labor by a devoted editor
and staff. [2] Many other scholars have studied the documents, and all may now benefit by their findings.

A manuscript acquired by the Library of Congress in 1958 added this new fact: Justice David Davis wrote to Edward McPherson, Clerk of the House of
Representatives, on June 22, 1866, stating that the papers found on President Lincoln's person were sealed by Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. [3] Later the
papers were opened in Justice Davis' presence. Of this he wrote:

My distinct recollection is that all the papers of public importance were retained by Mr. Stanton & either deposited in the War or State Depts. I think
copies were furnished me & handed to Mr. Nicolay who packed them together with Mr. Lincoln's private papers in secure boxes. These boxes were
sent by the Secy of War under guard to Bloomington Illinois, my residence & are now in the vault of the National Bank of Bloomington. They are
sealed & when they will be opened & examined has not yet been determined.

The location of the original documents that were withheld and of the copies is not now known. The original letter by Justice Davis has been restored to the
McPhersen Papers in the Library's Manuscript Division.

In 1959 the microfilm and the index of the Lincoln Papers which had been prepared in 1947 were re-examined. Certain omissions were found in the microfilm \;
ed correction in
President’s
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<ha>Introduction</h1>

<p align="center"”>by Karen Coyle</p>

<p>| want to introduce to you some ideas.</p>
<blockquote>"The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars
but in ourselves...” </blockquote>
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Why data?

What is my motivation?



Why data?

Publication Timeline

sl
i evectottteeatee et AN
Key
Publications about Emily Dickinson

m Publications by Emily Dickinson
m Publications by Emily Dickinson, published posthumously.



Use cases

e ... tolinkto Amazon and retrieve cover design

® ...toretrieve only those scores that have one or more
violin parts

® ... tosort books by size for moving them into storage
more efficiently



Text isn't data

Text Data
020 $a 0439064864 ® [SBN:0439064864
(hardcover)

® instrument: violin
Concertos (Violin) number: 1

Concertos (Violins (2))
instrument: violin

300 $C 23 cm. number: 2

® height: 23
unit: centimeters



The Physical Object

What sort of book is it? paperback; Hardcover, etc.

How many pages?
211

Pagination? Note the highest number in each pagination pattern.

x, 211 p.;

For example: xii, 346p.

How much does the book weigh?

® grams Q kilos  ounces () pounds

Dimensions

Height:

Width:

Depth:

O centimeters

® inches



Data IS the information

008 71122251961 dcu b 000 0 eng

260 __|aWashington, |b National Academy of Sciences-National
Research Council, |c 1961.
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Kinds of data

Strings Things
® integer e identifier
® currency

® date/time
® percentages

® t{ext



Any “thing” can be a
thing

people ® colors

places ® mediatypes

subjects ® genres

events ® instruments

works ® yadda, yadda, yadda

expressions

manifestations

items



ldentifiers v. names




Words are ambiguous




ldentifiers must be
precise

IDa87nn3

66.ah.773m



Internationalization
(128n)

hund (lang-de)

dog (lang=en)
perro (lang=sp)

chien (lang=fr)



> "®, open metadata registry

. Supporting Metadata Interoperability

A

Vocabulary: RDA Content Type
Concepts: sounds

( Detail ][ Properties ][ History ]

Detail

Preferred Label: sounds

Language: English

URI: http://RDVocab.info/termListYRDAContentType/1012

Top Concept?:

Status: New-Proposed
Properties
scope note Includes natural sounds, artificially produced sounds, etc.
scope note Anderer Inhalt als Sprache oder Musik, ausgedrickt in einer hérbaren Form.

preferred label sounds
preferred label Schallereignis

definition Content other than language or music, expressed in an audible form.

definition Dazu gehoren natirliche Schallereignisse, kinstlich erzeugte Schallereignisse usw.

English
— - |

German

New-Proposed

New-Proposed

English
German
English

German

New-Proposed
New-Proposed
New-Proposed

New-Proposed



People are things

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Twain

http://openlibrary.org/authors/OL18319A/
Mark_Twain

http://www.amazon.com/Mark-Twain/e/
BoooAPWHJ2/



Books are things

DOVER -THRIFT-EDITIONS

A CONNECTICUT YANKEE IN
KING ARTHUR'S COURT

http://openlibrary.org/works/OL54106W/

http://lccn.loc.gov/91132212

http://d-nb.info/993737730



Places are things

hi
Jfernon

Torrington )

8 New ’Manchester
Housatonic Bristol, Britaing ysethersfiend

CONNECTICUT

> . S
Waterburd™  pariden® ’Middletown Morwich 1
Connectiout

%

*4¢anlingford

Trumbull ly
Bridgeport

http://www.geonames.org/maps/
google_41.667_-72.666.html

http://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/countries/ctu

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut



You can say something
about a thing

has name “"William Shakespeare”

was born in Statford-upon-Avon

was married to Anne Hathaway

wrote As You Like It




You can say something
about a thing

has name “"William Shakespeare”

was born in Statford-upon-Avon
I_ in shire Warwickshire

was married to Anne Hathaway

L bornin 1555

wrote As You Like It

L has genre comedy




Strings are endpoints

Things can connect to other things

< http://example.org/123 >

< http://example.org/1793>

< http://example.org/AAbc >

“*name: William Shakespeare”



What are the things In
our metadata?

people, corporate bodies, families

places (as subjects, as locations, and other)
events (conferences, legislative actions)
topics (classes, terms)

resources (books, sound recordings; works,
expressions)



What do we want to do
with them?

® Linkto other metadata
® Linkto services (maps, locating services)

® Add services for users

Have a use case for every thing



A moment of opportunity
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